




Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month 
March 2026
WHEREAS, millions of Americans with developmental disabilities are valued members of our communities, and although too many were once excluded from full participation in community life, they have always been present and contributing to the fabric of our society; and
WHEREAS, throughout our nation’s history, many individuals with developmental disabilities were hidden, segregated, or denied opportunities to fully participate in their communities; and
WHEREAS, decades of advocacy, civil rights protections, and community-based supports have expanded opportunities for people with developmental disabilities to live, work, learn, and participate more fully in society; and
WHEREAS, community living is about more than services or programs — it is about belonging, independence, choice, and the opportunity to live a full and meaningful life; and
WHEREAS, individuals with developmental disabilities strengthen our workplaces, enrich our neighborhoods, contribute to our local economy, and help shape the future of communities like Maplewood; and
WHEREAS, Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month provides an opportunity to reflect on our progress, recognize ongoing challenges, and reaffirm our commitment to inclusion and accessibility for all residents; and
WHEREAS, this year’s theme, “We’re Here: Then, Now, Always,” recognizes the enduring presence, resilience, and contributions of people with developmental disabilities across generations;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that I, Victor De Luca, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Township Committee, do hereby proclaim March 2026 as Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month in the Township of Maplewood, and encourage all residents to recognize the contributions of people with developmental disabilities and to promote a community where everyone belongs — then, now, and always.
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