



PROCLAMATION
Transgender Day of Visibility
WHEREAS, in 2009, Rachel Crandall‑Crocker, executive director and co‑founder of Transgender Michigan, organized the first recognized Transgender Day of Visibility; and
WHEREAS, each year, on March 31st, the day is celebrated to raise awareness about transgender people, to honor their achievements, and to draw attention to continued societal obstacles the community faces; and
WHEREAS, according to the Williams Institute, there are 2.8 million individuals aged 13 and above who identify as trans, non-binary, and gender-expansive in the United States, with an estimated 65,000 adults living in New Jersey; and
WHEREAS, Maplewood is a welcoming and inclusive community and we believe that you belong here—not just in Maplewood, in this state, or in this country, but here with us, amongst the living; and
WHEREAS, it is the right of everyone to live as their authentic self, visibly, safely, and with dignity, and pursue education, affordable and equitable access to gender affirming healthcare, and economic opportunity free from prejudice and discrimination, especially amid a nationwide attack on the LGBTQ+ community.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED THAT I, Victor De Luca, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, do hereby proclaim March 31st as Transgender Day of Visibility in the Township of Maplewood, and ask that all residents recognize not only the public achievements of transgender individuals but also the ongoing work for equality, safety, and inclusion; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that residents seeking support, education, or connection are encouraged to visit the Township’s LGBTQ+ Community Resources page, which lists local and statewide programs providing advocacy, counseling, and affirming spaces for all.
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