



Proclamation
Human Trafficking Prevention Month
WHEREAS, human trafficking is a grave and growing crime that exploits vulnerable individuals, violates fundamental human rights, and deprives victims of their freedom through force, fraud, or coercion for purposes of labor or sexual exploitation; and
WHEREAS, an estimated 27.6 million people worldwide are subjected to human trafficking, with documented cases occurring in every U.S. state and territory and affecting individuals of all ages, genders, and backgrounds; and
WHEREAS, survivors of human trafficking are often manipulated, threatened, or coerced into exploitation, and survivor-informed education and public awareness are essential to effective prevention and response; and
WHEREAS, New Jersey law recognizes January as Human Trafficking Prevention Month, and January 11 as Human Trafficking Awareness Day, underscoring the State’s commitment to prevention, protection, and survivor support; and
WHEREAS, the Township of Maplewood is committed to protecting human rights and individual freedom by raising awareness of the warning signs of human trafficking, promoting survivor-informed prevention messaging, and ensuring access to trauma-informed and responsive services; and
WHEREAS, the Township of Maplewood commends the New Jersey Coalition Against Human Trafficking for its survivor-inclusive work to end human trafficking through education, advocacy, coordination, and support for survivors across New Jersey and beyond;
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Victor De Luca, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, do hereby proclaim January as Human Trafficking Prevention Month in the Township of Maplewood, and call upon residents, businesses, organizations, and public agencies to join in raising awareness, opposing human trafficking in all its forms, supporting survivors, and working collectively to end this crime and restore freedom and dignity to all.
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