






PROCLAMATION NATIONAL COMING OUT DAY

WHEREAS, National Coming Out Day is recognized internationally as a day of self-affirmation and awareness of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer issues, observed on October 11 by members of the LGBTQIA+ community, their families, friends, and allies; and
WHEREAS, National Coming Out Day was founded in 1988 to celebrate the second National March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights in 1987; and
[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS, coming out, which is the public self-acknowledgment of belonging to the LGBTQIA+ community, is recognized by many as a significant life experience; and
WHEREAS, coming out is a personal decision and should be done at the level a person is comfortable with; and
WHEREAS, for students, coming out can be particularly daunting in light of bullying and harassment occurring in schools and on social media platforms; and
WHEREAS, the Township of Maplewood affirms its commitment as an ally in creating and maintaining an environment in which everyone is respected and valued by championing diversity and inclusion.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Dean Dafis, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee proclaim
October 11, 2023, as National Coming Out Day

In the Township of Maplewood in recognition of the courage it takes to come out, as well as the importance of respect for the diversity and dignity of all LGBTQIA+ community members.







Township Clerk	Mayor
