Proclamation
National Gun Violence Awareness Day
WHEREAS, since 2015, according to Everytown, there have been at least 300 mass shootings each year in the United States, defined as incidents with four or more people wounded or killed by guns, with there being over 600 each year since 2020; and,
WHEREAS, compared to other high-income countries, the US gun homicide rate is 26 times higher; and
WHEREAS, as our history has shown, no one is safe or exempt from gun violence. The 24th will be the anniversary of the mass shooting at Uvalde, Texas, where over 18 children, some barely ten years old, were murdered; and
WHEREAS, in 2023 there have been at least 52 incidents of gunfire on school grounds, according to Everytown; and
WHEREAS, despite what many may claim, mental illness, according to the American Psychological Association, only accounts for a small proportion of firearm-related homicides, and the overwhelming majority of people with serious mental illness never engage in violence towards others; and
[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS, alongside mass shootings, we have to speak on the murder of Sayreville Borough Councilwoman Eunice Dwumfour; and,
WHEREAS, there is a 42% increase in suicide by firearm by young people in the last decade, with 70% of children under the age of ten knowing where their parents store their guns; and.
WHEREAS, nearly 70 women monthly are killed with firearms due to intimate partner violence, and 33% of youth suicides and deaths are due to improper storage and use of guns per Moms Demand Action; and
WHEREAS, the Township Committee and I recognize that keeping and bearing arms is a fundamental right in the United States, but none of us agree it is the right of anyone to take a life and believe most gun violence is preventable; and,
WHEREAS, that is why we advocate for universal background checks, violence intervention programs, extreme risk laws, limiting access to assault weapons and high-capacity magazines, and the passing of the Disarm Hate Act.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Dean Dafis, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood and the Maplewood Township Committee, do hereby proclaim June 2nd as National Gun Violence Awareness Day, also known as “Wear Orange Day,” and I implore our citizens to be aware of the signs of anyone who may be at risk of hurting themselves and others, and for the legal and lawful gun owners of Maplewood, please store and lock your guns to prevent the use of guns as long term solutions to short term problems.
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