



Proclamation
Mila Jasey 
	WHEREAS, when it comes to local icons, one of the first names you must mention is Mila Jasey. For over 20 years, whether working on behalf of SOMA parents as a member of the school board, including president, or representing South Orange and Maplewood in Trenton, Mila has been not only a neighbor and friend but an advocate; and,
	WHEREAS, for many icons, their tireless work leads them to be away from friends and family as they focus on the greater community, and while their sacrifices are acknowledged, they miss out on so much in the process; and
	WHEREAS, while in many ways Mila Jasey has shown, with hard work, you can have a fulfilling career and personal life, eventually, all heroes deserve to hang up their capes and enjoy spending time with the people whose futures they fought to be better than their past; and,
	WHEREAS, with a mother who is nearly 99, a husband whom Mila has been with for 50 years, three children of her own, and grandchildren, while we might be saddened by Mila’s retirement from the State assembly this January, if we want more like her, she has to spend time with her loved ones and imprint her personality, her infectious joy, and her sense of community into the next generation; and,
	WHEREAS, as shown by her daughter, Rhena Jasey-Goodman, who works in teacher retention at Montclair State University, to her son Kyle, who is running for the United States Senate, and Neil, who is a medical director at the Kesler Institute’s West Orange campus, Mila has already got one generation down, and the world should consider itself privileged that she has already begun the joyous task of working on the next. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	IN RECOGNITION THEREFORE, I, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on this 19th day of December 2023, am honored to present this proclamation in recognition of Mila Jasey. You’ve taken your lessons in life and pushed the world to recognize things have to change, and whether on the picket line, in the State Assembly house, or here in SOMA, you have set precedents I and my fellow committee members can only hope to follow from governance to being the type of person who has earned every kind word ever said with ease.
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