


JEWISH AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

[bookmark: _Hlk133400693]Whereas Jewish immigrants to America, ever since their first arrival to our shores in the 16th century, have played a central role in the creation, growth, freedom, prosperity, and strength of the United States of America; and
Whereas the biblical and contemporary history of the Jewish people and the enduring values of the Jewish faith were vital sources of inspiration for the founding of the United States, the Civil Rights movement, America’s global leadership in the cause of freedom, America’s commitment to social justice, and many of our Country’s most central tenets; and 
Whereas Jewish American Heritage Month is a month to celebrate the contributions Jewish Americans have made to America’s history, society, and culture for over 350 years; and
Whereas for forty-two years, every President of the United States has declared a period of time for celebrating the contributions to the United States of the Jewish community’s history, heritage, and culture and since 2006, the month of May has been declared by the President to be Jewish American Month, pursuant to bipartisan Resolutions of Congress; and 
Whereas we are reminded that the vibrant culture of the Jewish people has not always been embraced.  In a country where diversity should be cherished and protected, Jewish communities continue to deal with hostility, hatred, and narrow-mindedness; and
Whereas Jewish Americans have been a critical part of the American story, greatly impacting the cultural, economic, and intellectual advancement of all people, even while in the face of discrimination and adversity. They have shaped our Nation and have helped steer the course of our history; and
[bookmark: _GoBack]NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED THAT I, Deborah Engel, Deputy Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, and the Maplewood Township Committee, do hereby proclaim May 2023 as Jewish American Heritage Month.
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