



Proclamation
National Hispanic Heritage Month

	Whereas,  beginning in 1968, the celebration of Hispanic Heritage in America began as a week and was expanded to a month in 1988; and,
	Whereas, every year, Hispanic Heritage Month takes place from September 15 to October 15 to recognize and celebrate the contributions, cultures, and histories of the American Hispanic and Latino community; and,
	Whereas, alongside celebrating the accomplishments of the American Hispanic and Latino community, the month also marks the independence of numerous Latin American countries from Mexico, Chile, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua; and, 
	Whereas, the United States has a population comprised of 19% who identify as Hispanic or Latino; and,
	Whereas, While we celebrate the past, we must also uplift what in the present is making history, like the Cuban American icon, Celia Cruz, being the first Afro Latina to appear on the US quarter and Mexico legalizing a woman’s right to choose. Also, in their 2024 election, the country is not only posed to elect its first female president but also have its two leading candidates be women.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, I, Dean Dafis, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, proclaim that September is Hispanic Heritage Month. Together with the rest of the Township Committee, I advocate all citizens learn about the culture, the history, and those in our own community, for as with all cultures, those who are Latin or Hispanic aren’t a monolith, and each holds a rich and unique story to tell. 
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