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PROCLAMATION
CASA of Essex County Proclamation  
  
       WHEREAS, it is estimated that there are over 2 million residents of New Jersey, aged 18 and under, and 
 
        WHEREAS, among that total, 3,289 children were living in homes that were not their own as of February 2023, having been removed because of abuse or neglect; and 
 
       WHEREAS, adverse childhood experiences and trauma, such as child abuse or neglect, can have long lasting effects on a child’s health and well-being; and 
 
      WHEREAS, survivors of child abuse need people in their lives that will provide consistent care and support, and advocate for their best interests; and  
 
      WHEREAS, the Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) of Essex County have a record of public service, helping protect the safety and well-being of Essex County’s abused and neglected children; and  
 
       WHEREAS, CASA of Essex County volunteers are assigned by family court judges and champion the needs of hundreds of child abuse victims each year, serving 244 children as of February 2023; and 
 
      WHEREAS, CASA of Essex County volunteers are everyday people, with diverse backgrounds and professions, that go through very specialized training to be a volunteer voice for children in the child welfare system; and  
 
      WHEREAS, CASA of Essex County volunteers serve as the court’s eyes and ears in a child’s life, helping to improve the quality of information presented in the court and child welfare systems; and  
 
     WHEREAS, April 2023 is National Child Abuse Prevention and Awareness Month, and observance that reflects the purpose of CASA of Essex County programs;  
 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED THAT I, Dean Dafis, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, and the Maplewood Township Committee, do hereby proclaim: April 2023 as CASA Child Advocate Month in the Township of Maplewood.
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