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  Proclamation
Asian Americans Pacific Islanders Month


WHEREAS, Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) Heritage Month is observed annually in May to celebrate the contributions that generations of AAPIs have made to American history, society, and culture; and

WHEREAS, the month of May was selected for two reasons: First, to commemorate the arrival of the first known Japanese immigrant to the U.S. on May 7, 1843; secondly, to honor the completion of the transcontinental railroad on May 10, 1869, which upwards of 20,000 Chinese workers helped to construct. The month pays tribute to the generations of Asian and Pacific Islanders who have enriched the United States history and are instrumental in its future success; and

WHEREAS, while Anti-Asian rhetoric certainly did not start with the pandemic, since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, scapegoating our Asian brothers and sisters became a convenient excuse for making hate crimes and especially unspeakable acts of violence targeting the Asian community at-large even more pervasive; and
 
WHEREAS, the Township of Maplewood supports inclusion and belonging for people of all races, national origins and ethnicities. It is critical to guaranteeing the safety and security of the American people; and

WHEREAS, as a community we must all do our part to speak out against racism and stand up to hate wherever it may exist.  For our Asian brothers and sisters that begins with acknowledgement and changing the overall tone of our collective conversation. And even while that may not feel like enough, change starts with each and every one of us.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Dean Dafis, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, do hereby proclaim the month of May 2022 as Asian American Pacific Islanders Month.
			

________________________________			                  ______________________________
                Township Clerk						 	      Mayor
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