
Proclamation
Black History Month

WHEREAS, every February, Black History Month is recognized to not only encourage the study of African American life and history but also act as a reminder that Black history is an integral part of the history of the United States of America; and
WHEREAS, what began as a week recognizing Black history, championed by Dr. Carter G. Woodson and minister Jesse E. Moorland in 1926, when they founded the Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH), evolved into a month by 1976, after official recognition by then President Gerald Ford; and
WHEREAS, each year, the Association presents a new theme, and the theme for 2024 is African American and the Arts; and
WHEREAS, for African Americans, the arts have been a means to express joy and sorrow, assert humanity, or communicate in a way that reaffirms one another; and
WHEREAS, Alvin Ailey, Colman Domingo, Michaela Jaé Rodriguez, Billie Holiday, and others made it clear Black and LGBTQ+ people not only exist but could do so openly; and
WHEREAS, women like Eartha Kitt, Maya Angelou, Queen Latifah, Audra MacDonald, Viola Davis, and more not only exhibited Black women aren’t a monolith but there isn’t a limit, standard, or any imposed glass ceiling that could hold their talent back from the applause of the masses; and
WHEREAS, as with every Black History Month, there is also a need to remember Black History is not only American History, but the contributions of Black Americans go beyond those who provide entertainment. For while Michael Jackson popularized the Super Bowl halftime show as a must-see event, James E. West’s patents from 1962, utilized in 90% of all microphones today, allowed over 133 million people to hear his set list; and
[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS, Mark Dean, while working at IBM, developed the first gigahertz chip that laid the foundation for the technology required to hear, see, and experience entertainment on a computer or phone, and Valerie Thomas, a NASA data analyst, advanced the 3D technology used in theaters across the nation and the world.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED THAT I, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, highlight these names in honor of Black History Month and ask the public to further educate themselves on those named and the many others who have shaped our country and the world.
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