PROCLAMATION
Transgender Day of Visibility
  
WHEREAS, in 2009, Rachel Crandall-Crocker, executive director and co-founder of Transgender Michigan organized the first recognized Transgender Day of Visibility; and 
 
WHEREAS, each year, on March 31st, the day is celebrated to raise awareness about transgender people in celebration, as well as to draw attention to continued societal obstacles the community faces; and

WHEREAS, according to the Human Rights Campaign, there are 1.6 million who identify as trans, non-binary, and gender-expansive in the United States; and

WHEREAS, in light of Transgender Day of Visibility, we highlight names like Sarah McBride of Delaware, who is running to be the first openly transgender member of Congress; and

WHEREAS, we name Trenton native Hunter Schafer, known for their role in “Euphoria” and “The Hunger Games,” MJ Rodriguez from Newark, known for “Pose,” “Loot” and “American Horror Story,” and of course, Elizabeth’s Marsha P. Johnson, whose work with Sylvia Rivera accelerated the gay rights movement; and

[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS, while we highlight those who have etched themselves into the zeitgeist, we must also highlight the many whose names are never reported on or, in the case of Oklahoma’s Nex Benedict, we only learn about after their tragic deaths; and

WHEREAS, alongside Nex Benedict, we uplift the names of Alex Taylor Franco of Taylorsville, Utah, Diamond Brigman of Texas, Kitty Monroe, and Righteous TK “Chevy” Hill of Georgia. All of their lives were taken, and I ask for a moment of silence for those known and those whose deaths were never reported.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED THAT I, Nancy Adams, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, do hereby proclaim March 31st as Transgender Day of Visibility in the Township of Maplewood and ask of those listening to not just be aware of the famous people who entertain us through their gifts, but also of the continued fight for equality.
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