



Proclamation
Transgender Awareness Week and Transgender Day Of Remembrance
[bookmark: _GoBack]	WHEREAS, started in 1999 by transgender advocate Gwendolyn Ann Smith to honor the memory of Rita Hester, Transgender Day of Remembrance is when, on November 20th, we lift up the names of those lost due to transphobia and aversion, hate speech, and violence; and,
	WHEREAS, according to the Human Rights Campaign, we lost at least 27 known transgender, non-binary, and gender-diverse people this year, with 74% being people of color, 48% being Black transgender women, and 63% killed with a gun; and,
	WHEREAS, to add insult to the devastation, many victims of transphobic hate and violence go unaccounted due to being miss gendered and deadnamed, and those that are known and reported, nearly half, at 37%, are misgendered or dead named when reported; and,
	WHEREAS, for those unaware, to deadname someone is to use the name a trans or gender non-conforming person was given at birth, which they no longer use or identify with; and,
	WHEREAS, speaking specifically to our young people here in Maplewood, we are committed now more than ever to ensuring that our community is a welcoming, safe space across our schools and communities for all residents, including our Transgender, Non-Binary, and gender-diverse community. Please know that you matter, you are loved, you are not alone and you belong here; and, 
	WHEREAS, we call on communities and on our state Legislature to call for equality, resilience, and support - strengthen and safeguard the protections that make the Garden State a safe haven for all LGBTQ+ persons - especially BIPOC, Transgender, Non-Binary and gender diverse communities and affirm our collective commitment to equality across our communities and schools; and,
	WHEREAS, if anyone ever feels the need to ask why we have Pride in June, LGBTQIA+ History in October, and Transgender Awareness Week and Day of Remembrance in November, it is to continue to reinforce the contributions, the joys, and the privilege of those who dared to be their most authentic selves. It is because, for many, not being cis-gendered, not being straight, and not fitting into a box can get you killed. Also, while society has come a long way, as shown by regions of our county, even municipalities here, in the State of New Jersey, we still have a long way to go; and,
	WHEREAS, that is why we uplift during TDOR the names of those lost to trans violence including but not limited to Kassim Omar, Vanity Williams, Dylan Gurley, Camdyn Rider, Michelle Henry, and acknowledge the more than 400 globally this year, the many whose disappearances and deaths go unreported their spirits are alive and well. Say Their Names. They were here, they mattered, and they and all transgender, non-binary and gender diverse persons deserved to live to old age and experience all they desired.
	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, I, Nancy Adams, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, proclaim that Transgender Awareness Week is November 13th through 19th and Transgender Day of Remembrance is November 20th on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee. In addition, I would like to remind all who are listening that our beloved and beautiful diverse community makes us who we are, and it is coming together, not only in times of strife but in celebration, that makes us stronger. We should honor and seek out experiences beyond our own, as the pursuit of equality cannot be a passive act; it requires an effort to know and understand others so that we may turn an ideal world into a reality. 
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