Proclamation
[image: ]Older Americans Month 2024

WHEREAS, in 1963, then president John F. Kennedy, alongside members of the National Council of Senior Citizens, designated May as “Senior Citizens Month,” which was later changed to “Older Americans Month”; and,
WHEREAS, while in 1963, only seventeen million Americans had reached their 65th birthday, in 2022, the State of New Jersey alone had over one and a half million people who were over 65; and,  
[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS, each year the Administration for Community Living, under the United States Department of Health and Human Services, chooses a theme for the year, and in 2024, the theme is “Powered By Connection; and, 
WHEREAS, from business leaders to members of our government, alongside individuals and groups like the Maplewood Senior Advisory Committee, older adults have immense influence locally, regionally, nationally, and the world; and
WHEREAS, despite the number of Older Americans out there, their wealth of knowledge can often go untapped; and
WHEREAS, in the Township of Maplewood, we recognize and seek the knowledge older Americans hold and encourage intergenerational relationships and exchanges from community service, and civic engagement, among many other activities; and
WHEREAS, that is why, from the local to the national level, we advocate, plan, and do our best to protect programs that serve older Americans. For example, in the Township of Maplewood, how can we speak on inclusivity, diversity, and going beyond tolerance and promoting acceptance if we exclude those whose work allowed us the privileges we have today?
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Nancy Adams, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, do hereby proclaim May 2024 as Older Americans Month. We call upon all residents to join us in recognizing the contributions of our older citizens and promoting programs and activities that foster connection, inclusion, and support for older adults.
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