


JEWISH AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH
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[bookmark: _Hlk133400693]WHEREAS Jewish immigrants to America, ever since their first arrival to our shores in the 16th century, have played a central role in the creation, growth, freedom, prosperity, and strength of the United States of America; and
WHEREAS the biblical and contemporary history of the Jewish people and the enduring values of the Jewish faith were vital sources of inspiration for the founding of the United States, the Civil Rights movement, America's global leadership in the cause of freedom, and many of our country's most central tenets; and 
WHEREAS Jewish American Heritage Month is a month to celebrate the contributions Jewish Americans have made to America's history, society, and culture for over 350 years and how the 7.6 million strong who live in this country continue the legacy of their ancestors; and
WHEREAS for forty-two years, every President of the United States has declared a period of time for celebrating the contributions to the United States of the Jewish community's history, heritage, and culture; and,
WHEREAS since 2006, the month of May has been declared by the President to be Jewish American Month, pursuant to bipartisan Resolutions of Congress; and 
WHEREAS we are reminded that as a faith, identity, and culture, the Jewish people have not always been embraced despite our country's commitment to diversity and have faced hostility, hatred, and continued misconceptions; and
WHEREAS, even when not embraced, Jewish communities have impacted the cultural, economic, and advancement of all people through entertainment figures like Sammy Davis Jr., advocates for human rights like the late Ruth Bader Ginsburg, and literature that made people feel seen, like the books of New Jersey's own, Judy Blume;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Nancy Adams, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, do hereby proclaim May 2024 as Jewish American Heritage Month and ask of our population to remember our community is built on the assumption none of us are a monolith and that we all contain vast complexities; and
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in your interactions, remember you don't know what a person is going through or has gone through at any given time. So, when in doubt, create a dialog rather than build a wall. If we are to debate and pursue conversations, it should be to find common ground, not build barriers between one another. 
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