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Arab American Heritage Month

WHEREAS, since 2017, Arab American Heritage Month has been observed in April; and
WHEREAS, two of the champions, of the many advocates who pushed for the formal recognition of Arab American Heritage Month, are the co-founders of the Arab America Foundation, Warren and Dr. Amal David; and
WHEREAS,  Arab American Heritage Month is about pride, education, and reasserting the tremendous role that Arab Americans have played in American history and how their additions to American culture are irrefutable; and
WHEREAS, from Mayor Khairullah in Prospect Park, Mayor Sayegh in Paterson, and many other local offices in New Jersey, you can find the local impact of Arab Americans and, on an international level, there is Apple co-founder Steve Jobs, who revolutionized the computer and phone industry, and Dr. Michael DeBakey whose surgical innovations for cardiovascular repair and the invention of heart pumps have saved countless lives; and
WHEREAS, as of 2020, per Rutgers, 97,154 people identify as Arab, and in the Township of Maplewood, we have a vibrant community of Arab Americans; and
WHEREAS, like many American cultures, misconceptions, stereotypes, and outright prejudice plague the Arab American community; and
WHEREAS, in the Township of Maplewood, which empowers differences, we also advocate not only for acceptance but a pooling of cultures, whether it is the taste of baklava, the infectious music of producers like DJ Khaled played at events, or the businesses that provide services and goods, as well as a friendly smile meant to make you feel as welcomed as they surely do.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED THAT I, Nancy Adams, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, proclaim April Arab American Heritage Month and ask the public to educate themselves further not only on those named within the proclamation and Arab American heritage at large but also get to know your neighbors within the community and enrich yourself in their individual stories.
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