



Proclamation
Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Month

WHEREAS, Asian American, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islander (AANHPI) Heritage Month is observed annually in May to celebrate the contributions that generations of AANHPIs have made to American history, society, and culture; and

[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS, the month of May was selected for two reasons: First, to commemorate the arrival of the first known Japanese immigrant to the U.S. on May 7, 1843; secondly, to honor the completion of the transcontinental railroad on May 10, 1869, which upwards of 20,000 Chinese workers helped to construct, and lastly, to celebrate May Day, or Lei Day, which began May 1st, 1927, which celebrates Hawaii’s pre-colonial history. The month pays tribute to the generations of Asian and Pacific Islanders who have enriched the United States' history and are instrumental in its future success; and

WHEREAS, in 2025, the Federal Asian Pacific American Council announced the 2025 national theme is: " A Legacy of Leadership and Resilience "; and

WHEREAS, leadership comes in various forms and varied places. From the work of AAPI New Jersey, whose advocacy for those like Victoria Lee further the fight for equality, safety and accessible mental health services; our own senator Andy Kim, who is the first Korean American senator in US History, and the first Asian-American U.S. senator from New Jersey; and Newark native, Helen Zia, co-founder of American Citizens for Justice, who has testified before congress, was one of the first women to graduate from Princeton University, and is one of the most prolific writers regarding the experiences of Asian Americans; and, 

WHEREAS, what each and every name mentioned, and countless other Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders do every day, is find opportunity, and when there isn't one to be found, they create it; and 

WHEREAS, while the United States has been synonymous with being called "The Land of Opportunity," it is through the stories, the hardships, the triumphs, and the inspiration of both our immigrant community and those who have their families' culture instilled in them, that we see new businesses, new leaders, new elected officials, and a shift in American society which makes it more than "The Land of Opportunity" and more so the country which allows places like Maplewood to be called home.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Nancy Adams, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, do hereby proclaim the month of May 2025 as Asian American Native Hawaiian Pacific Islanders Month.
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