Proclamation
Arab American Heritage Month

WHEREAS, since 2017, Arab American Heritage Month has been observed in April; and
WHEREAS, two of the champions, of the many advocates who pushed for the formal recognition of Arab American Heritage Month, are the co-founders of the Arab America Foundation, Warren and Dr. Amal David; and
WHEREAS,  Arab American Heritage Month is about pride, education, and reasserting the tremendous role that Arab Americans have played in American history and how their contributions to American culture are irrefutable; and
WHEREAS, from Mayor Mohamed Khairullah in Prospect Park, Mayor Andre Sayegh in Paterson, and many other local offices in New Jersey, you can find the local impact of Arab Americans and, on an national level, there is Candace Lightner, the founder of MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving), whose advocacy led to over 700 bill passed nationwide to prevent other parents from experiencing the trauma and grief she did losing her daughter to a drunk driver, and 
WHEREAS, as of 2020, per Rutgers, 97,154 people identify as Arab in New Jersey, and in the Township of Maplewood, we have a vibrant community of Arab Americans; and
WHEREAS, like many American cultures, misconceptions, stereotypes, and outright prejudice plague the Arab American community; and
WHEREAS, the Township of Maplewood is committed to fostering diversity not just in words, but through community building and the rejection of marginalization or exclusion; and
[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS, meaningful change requires more than a single conversation, protest, or moment—it is the accumulation of these efforts that reinforces our shared aspirations for ourselves, our families, and our community;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED THAT I, Nancy Adams, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, proclaim April Arab American Heritage Month and ask the public to educate themselves further not only on those named within the proclamation and Arab American heritage at large but also get to know your neighbors within the community and enrich yourself in their individual stories.
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