



Proclamation
Muslim Heritage Month
WHEREAS, in April 2023, Governor Phil Murphy signed a joint resolution designating January of each year as Muslim Heritage Month; and
WHEREAS, New Jersey is home to the third-largest Muslim population in the United States, with an estimated 300,000 Muslims residing in the state; and
WHEREAS, Muslim Americans in New Jersey have made significant contributions locally and nationally, including former Montgomery Township Mayor Sadaf Jaffer, the first Muslim woman to serve as a mayor in the United States; Wafiyyah Muhammad of Newark, a former special education teacher and advocate for children with autism; and New Jersey native G. Willow Wilson, a writer credited with relaunching the popular, Jersey City-based superhero Ms. Marvel; and
[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS, Maplewood has long embraced values of diversity, community, and inclusion, which align with the wisdom of the Quran that says, "What is the reward of goodness, but goodness?" These embedded and shared values inspire us to foster understanding, build connections, and offer help in times of need; and
WHEREAS, while we celebrate the achievements of Muslim Americans, we must also acknowledge the diverse journeys many Muslim Americans have taken to the United States, including those brought forcibly through the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade, and those who immigrated for education, opportunities, or safety. These histories are marked by both hardship and resilience, and we honor their stories;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, I, Nancy Adams, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, officially recognize and dedicate the month of January as Muslim Heritage Month. While this proclamation highlights the significance of Muslim culture and contributions, we acknowledge that the richness of Muslim heritage cannot be fully captured in one month or one declaration. We encourage you to engage with Muslim heritage year-round—through learning, participation in community events, and embracing a culture that has often been underrepresented and misrepresented, despite its profound impact on the world.
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