



 
Proclamation
Recognition of LGBTQ+ History Month

WHEREAS, in October 1994, Rodney Wilson of Missouri, an educator, recognized the need to teach and celebrate the contributions of gay and lesbian Americans, leading to the first LGBTQ+ History Month; and
WHEREAS, the Township of Maplewood believes that diversity adds to the wealth of opinions, expressions, and culture in our town; and
WHEREAS, while we look toward the future, we must never forget the people and organizations who paved the path toward equality, visibility, and acceptance; and
WHEREAS, this year we highlight Garden State Equality, New Jersey’s largest LGBTQ+ advocacy and education organization, which has played a critical role in advancing landmark legislation, including the legalization of marriage equality in New Jersey; the passage of the LGBTQ-Inclusive Curriculum Law in 2019; and the enactment of protections safeguarding LGBTQ+ youth from conversion therapy; and
WHEREAS, like Garden State Equality, the Township Committee is deeply committed to creating a community where, whether you are Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Intersex, Asexual, Nonbinary, Gender Non-Confirming, or any and all genders or sexualities who need to hear you belong, the Township Committee of Maplewood is here to tell you just that;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, I, Mayor Nancy Adams, and the Township Committee of the Township of Maplewood, in the County of Essex, State of New Jersey, do hereby proclaim October 2025 as LGBTQ+ History Month in the Township of Maplewood; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, whether a young person in our school system, a local leader like Township Committee Member Dean Dafis, or a national figure such as former U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, we reaffirm that your existence matters. Whether you appear in history textbooks or become the good in someone’s personal history, you have a place in society, and your mark is indelible.
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