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Proclamation
In Observance of Juneteenth 

WHEREAS, On June 19, 1865, nearly nine decades after our Nation’s founding, and more than 2 years after President Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation for enslaved Americans in Galveston, Texas, finally received word that they were free from bondage.  As those who were formerly enslaved were recognized for the first time as citizens, Black Americans came to commemorate Juneteenth with celebrations across the country, building new lives and a new tradition that we honor today.  In its celebration of freedom, Juneteenth is a day that should be recognized by all American; and
WHEREAS, Juneteenth is a day of profound weight and power. A day in which we remember the moral stain and terrible toll of slavery on our country – what has long called America’s original sin.  A long legacy of systemic racism, inequality, and inhumanity but it is a day that also reminds us of our incredible capacity to heal, hope, and emerge from our darkest moments with purpose and resolve; and
WHEREAS, on Juneteenth, we recommit ourselves to the work of equity, equality, and justice.  And, we celebrate the centuries of struggle, courage, and hope that have brought us to this time of progress and possibility.  That work has been led throughout our history by abolitionists and educators, civil rights advocates and lawyers, courageous activists and trade unionists, public officials, and everyday Americans who have helped make real the ideals of our founding documents for all; and
WHEREAS, to fulfill the promise of an America where all are created equal, that they are endowed with unalienable rights, of which include life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, it is upon all of us to fulfill this promise as the job of creating a better America and a better Maplewood is a shared responsibility.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, I, Nancy Adams, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, proclaim June 19, 2025, Juneteenth Day in the Township of Maplewood and urge all to not only join in festivities and celebrations but seek beyond the revelries and make sure Juneteenth doesn’t become just another holiday, but a day of reverence and recommitment to working together to eradicate systemic racism and inequality in our society wherever it is found and dedicated to the cause of freedom for all.
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