



PROCLAMATION

[bookmark: _Hlk76034453][bookmark: _Hlk74232308][bookmark: _Hlk75427882]INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’DAY
WHEREAS, the Township of Maplewood celebrates diversity and rejects systemic racism and oppression targeting minority and indigenous peoples; and
WHEREAS, the Township recognizes and honors the Lenape people, whose traditional homeland, Lenapehoking (pronounced leh-NAH-pay-ho-king), includes the area now known as Maplewood, and acknowledges their history, resilience, and cultural contributions; and
WHEREAS, Indigenous Peoples Day was first proposed in 1977 to recognize indigenous peoples, their histories, and to promote education about historical injustices, including forced removal and near-extermination by European colonists;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, I, Nancy Adams, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Township Committee, proclaim the second Monday in October 2025 as Indigenous Peoples’ Day in Maplewood; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, residents, businesses, and organizations are encouraged to engage in activities that honor the Lenape, promote awareness of their history and culture, and honor their ongoing cultural influence.
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