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PROCLAMATION 
HILTON NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION’S 30TH ANNIVERSARY

WHEREAS, the Hilton Neighborhood Association (HNA) began thirty years ago when three residents on Revere Avenue – Linda Sperco, Mike Gera and Gail DePaul –  went door-to-door in the Hilton neighborhood inviting residents to a June 3, 1995 meeting at the former Hilton United Methodist Church on Boyden Avenue; and 

WHEREAS, more than 100 residents attended that June meeting and agreed to create the HNA to address the needs of the Hilton neighborhood and pressure Township leaders to focus attention on quality of life issues, stop the perceived practice of racial steering by realtors, and provide more resources to the Springfield Avenue business district; and

WHEREAS, there has been five presidents of the HNA: Vic De Luca, who was elected to the Township Committee and served as Mayor; Linda Sperco; Gary Kaufman; Carol Buchanan, who served for 19 years; and the current president, Mary Boehner; and

WHEREAS, since 1995, the HNA has held more than 350 monthly meetings on the third Thursday of each month and published 360 monthly newsletters; and

WHEREAS, art, music and multi-culturalism have always been important to the HNA, which over the years has sponsored the Performers’ Café, Movies in the Park, International Food Festival, Black History Month and Women’s History Month programs, and annual Garden Awards and Holiday Decoration Awards; and

WHEREAS, the HNA’s first candidate forum was for the 1996 Board of Education election and over the years the HNA’s candidate forums for the Board of Education and Township Committee have become “not-to-be-missed” events; and 

WHEREAS, the HNA has always been active in town-wide issues sometimes taking a position for or against, such as making sure the Hilton Branch of the Maplewood Library was not closed, and other times sponsoring programs where facts and information could be shared and points of views expressed; and

WHEREAS, in 1996, the HNA joined with the College Hill Neighborhood Association and business and property owners on Springfield Avenue to organize the Springfield Avenue Partnership and continues to work with the Partnership to promote the Avenue; and

WHEREAS, the HNA has worked with numerous local groups, including the Community Coalition on Race, Maplewood Porchfest, the Achieve Foundation, and the Environmental Advisory Committee.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Nancy Adams, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, congratulate the Hilton Neighborhood Association on its 30th Anniversary and thank the Association for all they have done to improve our community; and hereby proclaim June 4, 2025 as Hilton Neighborhood Association Day in the Township of Maplewood 


   ____________________________			 _____________________________
Maplewood Clerk 					Mayor of Maplewood
