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Proclamation
National Hispanic Heritage Month

	Whereas,  beginning in 1968, the celebration of Hispanic Heritage in America began as a week and was expanded to a month in 1988; and,
	Whereas, every year, Hispanic Heritage Month takes place from September 15 to October 15 to recognize and celebrate the contributions, cultures, and histories of the American Hispanic and Latino community; and,
	Whereas, alongside celebrating the accomplishments of the American Hispanic and Latino community, the month also marks the independence of numerous Latin American countries from Mexico, Chile, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua; and, 
	Whereas, the United States has a population comprised of 19%, over 63 million people, who identify as Hispanic or Latino, with New Jersey being home to 1.8 million; and,
	Whereas, while we celebrate the achievements of the past, we also recognize those who are making history today, such as Newark’s Teresa Ruiz, the Majority Leader of the New Jersey Senate, and Maria Del Cid-Kosso, whose contributions—from founding the ‘Del Cid Dreamers’ scholarship at Union County College to serving as a Commissioner on the New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory Commission—have paved the way for greater diversity and representation across our State.
	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, I, Nancy Adams, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, proclaim that September is Hispanic Heritage Month. Together with the rest of the Township Committee, I advocate that all citizens learn more about Hispanic culture, history, and remember, as with all cultures, those who are Latin or Hispanic aren’t a monolith, and each holds a rich and unique story to tell. 
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