



Proclamation
Disability Pride Month
	WHEREAS, on July 26, 1990, the Americans with Disabilities Act was signed into law, prohibiting discrimination based on disability and affirming the rights of millions of Americans; and
WHEREAS, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, one in four adults in the United States lives with a disability, which may include challenges related to mobility, cognition, vision, hearing, independent living, or self-care; and
WHEREAS, in the Township of Maplewood, we celebrate the richness of our diversity and recognize that while we all face challenges, we must also embrace the joy found in what makes each of us unique—even in the face of adversity; and
WHEREAS, Disability Pride is about acknowledgment and celebration—it is about building and strengthening community, and reminding those who may feel isolated, misunderstood, or unseen that they are not alone, that they are valued, and that they are supported; and
WHEREAS, we honor advocates like Ever Lee Hairston, founder of the Garden State Chapter of the National Federation of the Blind, and we recognize the wide spectrum of disability—including non-visible disabilities such as mental health conditions, chronic illnesses, and learning or cognitive differences; and
WHEREAS, we also celebrate the progress society has made in breaking stigmas, fostering representation, and expanding opportunities for people with both visible and invisible disabilities; and
WHEREAS, in the Township of Maplewood, we are committed to creating an inclusive and welcoming community—one where the social contract means not only seeing one another, but acknowledging, engaging, and affirming that every individual matters;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Nancy Adams, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, do hereby proclaim the month of July as Disability Pride Month in the Township of Maplewood.

	_______________________________
Maplewood Clerk
	_______________________________
Mayor of Maplewood
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