


PROCLAMATION
Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Essex County
WHEREAS, Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Essex County was founded in 1986 as the first CASA program in New Jersey, pioneering a model in which trained community volunteers advocate for children in foster care due to abuse, neglect, or abandonment; and
WHEREAS, for four decades, CASA Essex has worked to ensure that every child’s voice is heard in court and that each child receives the services and support needed to thrive and find a safe, permanent home; and
WHEREAS, its volunteers — ordinary citizens doing extraordinary work — have stood beside thousands of children across Essex County, providing stability, compassion, and advocacy during some of the most challenging times in their lives; and
WHEREAS, CASA Essex’s leadership and commitment have strengthened the justice system, inspired the creation of CASA of New Jersey, and set a lasting standard for community-driven child advocacy and care; and
WHEREAS, as CASA Essex celebrates 40 years of service in 2025, the Township of Maplewood honors the volunteers, staff, and partners whose dedication continues to make a difference for Essex County’s most vulnerable youth;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that I, Nancy Adams, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, do hereby recognize and celebrate the 40th Anniversary of CASA of Essex County, commending the organization for its unwavering service to children and families throughout our community; and
BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that the Township of Maplewood encourages residents interested in supporting this mission to learn more or begin the volunteer process by visiting www.casaessex.org/volunteer or contacting info@casaessex.org.
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