


PROCLAMATION
Transgender Day of Visibility

WHEREAS, in 2009, Rachel Crandall-Crocker, Executive Director and Co-Founder of Transgender Michigan, organized the first recognized Transgender Day of Visibility to uplift Trans and Non-binary trailblazers, history, resilience; and 
 
WHEREAS, we raise the names of recent trailblazers such as Sarah McBride, the first openly transgender member of the United States Congress, as well as those etched in history such as Stonewall trailblazers Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera, who accelerated the early gay rights and trans liberation movements, and we continue to keep the name of New Jersey's own Babs Siperstein, who was a foundational and transformational force in NJ's LGBTQ+ civil rights laws and whom the state law allowing transgender and non-binary persons to change their gender markers without proof of gender-reassignment is named after; 

WHEREAS, transgender and non-binary persons have always existed and will continue to exist, our existence cannot be erased, our history will not be erased; and

WHEREAS, while we honor the resilience and history made by those who etched themselves into the zeitgeist, we must also call out attempts to erase, misinform, or to legalize discrimination against the trans community. We condemn all forms of anti-trans rhetoric and at all levels, from the White House across the country and throughout NJ among elected officials here who seek to shame, marginalize, and erase trans existence from our collective history, resulting in fear, bullying, and violence; and 
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WHEREAS, in the Township of Maplewood, we will not rob transgender or non-binary persons of their light or existence, we will not tolerate or ignore injustice against them; and

WHEREAS, in the Township of Maplewood, our transgender and non-binary community is welcomed, accepted, celebrated, beloved, and protected, and we stand together in solidarity with the entire LGBTQ+ community;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED THAT I, Mayor Adams, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, do hereby proclaim March 31 as Transgender Day of Visibility in the Township of Maplewood and reaffirm our commitment stated in Resolution 351-23 that the Township of Maplewood is a sanctuary for transgender and nonbinary persons and is committed to equal, respectful and dignified treatment and acceptance of all people regardless of their gender identity, gender expression or their sexual orientation.
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