



Proclamation
Transgender Awareness Week and Transgender Day Of Remembrance
	WHEREAS, Transgender Awareness Week, observed November 13–19, leads into Transgender Day of Remembrance on November 20, first established in 1999 by advocate Gwendolyn Ann Smith to honor the life of Rita Hester and all transgender, non-binary, and gender-diverse people lost to hate and violence; and
WHEREAS, according to the Human Rights Campaign, at least 36 transgender or gender-nonconforming people were killed in the U.S. in the past year, nearly three-quarters of whom were people of color, and many victims continue to be misgendered or “deadnamed,” erasing their true identities; and
WHEREAS, Maplewood stands firmly with our transgender, non-binary, and gender-diverse residents and youth, affirming that you matter, you are loved, and you belong; and
WHEREAS, our community recommits to creating a safe and inclusive Maplewood, supporting protections and equality for all LGBTQ+ persons across New Jersey;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Nancy Adams, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Township Committee, proclaim November 13–19 as Transgender Awareness Week and November 20 as Transgender Day of Remembrance in the Township of Maplewood, and encourage all residents to learn more, speak out against hate, and honor those we’ve lost by supporting organizations such as the Human Rights Campaign at hrc.org/resources/transgender.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that residents seeking support, education, or connection are encouraged to visit the Township’s LGBTQ+ Community Resources page, which lists local and statewide programs that provide advocacy, counseling, and affirming spaces for all.
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