


Proclamation 
Honoring Rachel Crandall Crocker
WHEREAS, Rachel Crandall Crocker, has dedicated her life to advocating for the rights, resilience, and visibility of transgender and LGBTQ+ individuals; and
WHEREAS, as the Executive Director and Founder of Transgender Michigan, she has worked tirelessly to create safe spaces, provide essential resources, and uplift the transgender community in Michigan and beyond; and
WHEREAS, her work in the early transgender movement, including foundational efforts with Motor City Pride and organizing support groups across Michigan, has helped lay the groundwork for the progress seen today in LGBTQ+ rights and protections; and
WHEREAS, her leadership and activism have played a crucial role in advancing protections for LGBTQ+ Michiganders under Governor Whitmer’s administration and have inspired activists across the nation, including Maplewood-South Orange’s Shannon Cuttle, who continues to carry her legacy forward; and
WHEREAS, Rachel is the visionary founder of International Transgender Day of Visibility, observed annually on March 31, which has grown into a globally recognized day of empowerment and awareness for transgender individuals; and
[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS, alongside her wife, Susan Crocker, they have given back to the community for decades as licensed social workers, advocating for justice, equity, and mental health support for transgender individuals – including by starting the Transgender Michigan help line—the first transgender-specific help line in the United States.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED THAT I, Mayor Adams, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, do hereby recognize and honor Rachel Crandall Crocker for her unwavering commitment to transgender visibility, advocacy, and empowerment. Her contributions have transformed countless lives, over 1.6 million transgender individuals in the U.S. alone and her legacy will continue to inspire future generations in the ongoing fight for equality and justice. Furthermore, March 18, 2025 shall be recognized as Rachel Crandall Crocker Day in the Township of Maplewood, in celebration of her lifelong dedication to the transgender community, her groundbreaking activism, and her tireless efforts to create a more inclusive and just world for all.
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