


Proclamation
Maplewood Township Proclamation in Support of June as Pride Month
WHEREAS, Maplewood is a diverse and inclusive community in which our residents take great pride in our diversity and strongly believe in the safety, opportunity, and equality for all who live or work in our towns regardless of their immigration status, religion, ethnicity, race, gender, gender expression, identity, or their sexual orientation; and 
WHEREAS, Maplewood recognizes the human rights of all residents and actively supports an end to all forms of prejudice and discrimination; and 
WHEREAS, we honor our LGBTQIA+ community and their rich, significant contributions to the history and quality of life in Maplewood and throughout Essex County; and 
WHEREAS, the Township Committee of Maplewood Township is committed to promoting LGBTQIA+ equality and fostering welcoming and affirming LGBTQIA+ spaces in our town; and 
WHEREAS, Maplewood Township stands with the LGBTQIA+ community at a time of significant federal threats to its safety, health, and well-being by executive orders, legislation, and budget cuts eliminating access to affirming healthcare and mental health support to the trans community (particularly trans youth), HIV prevention, banning transgender military service, attacking trans youth in sports, banning LGBTQ+ inclusive books in schools; and 
WHEREAS, the Maplewood Township Committee unequivocally condemns these direct threats and the reported rising bullying and violence against the LGBTQIA+ community that these attacks are emboldening; and 
WHEREAS, during Pride, we raise awareness of these ongoing threats, indignities, and discrimination facing the LGBTQIA+ community and uplift its resilience, perseverance, and power in fighting back and overcoming hate or fear from the early sip-ins and riots against violent police raids in underground bars or other safe places to today’s well-organized and politically powerful or influential, international LGBTQIA+ civil rights movement that’s produced greater equality under the law and diverse LGBTQIA+ representation in Congress, mainstream media, the arts/culture, in school curricula, and in all facets of society - openly, visibly; and
WHEREAS, on this 56th Anniversary of the Stonewall Uprising, the 55th Anniversary of the first Gay Pride March, and the 46th Anniversary of the first National March for LGBTQ Equality in Washington, DC, we proudly March for Equality in Maplewood Township in honor and celebration of queer resistance and queer liberation inspired by those courageous and fearless early queer pioneers who first led us, including drag queens and trans persons of color like Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera, and many other trans persons of color who were whitewashed in mainstream LGBTQ+ history; and  
WHEREAS, we recommit ourselves to continue standing together in the fight for full federal LGBTQIA+ equality, inclusive curriculum, access to affirming healthcare and mental health support, strengthened hate crime protections, open and safe spaces for all LGBTQIA+ persons;  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Mayor Nancy, Mayor of Maplewood Township, and on behalf of my Maplewood Township Committee fellow members, do hereby proclaim:
June 2025 as LGBTQIA+ Pride Month in Maplewood Township
[bookmark: _GoBack]We commemorate and honor the men, women, trans persons (binary and non-binary), and all persons of color who changed the course of LGBTQ liberation history around the world, those at Stonewall in 1969 and those who preceded them,  and urge all people of Maplewood and beyond to join/support LGBTQ+ advocacy and actions, promote diversity and inclusion, create welcoming and affirming spaces for LGBTQ youth, trans and non­binary folks, persons of color, and be visible, outspoken allies and upstanders - for any injustice against one is an injustice against all.
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