


OLDER AMERICANS MONTH 2025
WHEREAS, in 1963, President John F. Kennedy, in collaboration with the National Council of Senior Citizens, designated May as “Senior Citizens Month,” which was later renamed “Older Americans Month” to reflect the evolving contributions of aging adults across the country; and
WHEREAS, at that time, only 17 million Americans had reached their 65th birthday, but as of 2022, the State of New Jersey alone is home to more than 1.5 million residents over the age of 65, a number that continues to grow and enrich our communities; and
WHEREAS, each May, we honor the achievements and impact of older adults while reaffirming our commitment to supporting them. The 2025 national theme, “Flip the Script on Aging,” challenges us to break outdated stereotypes and embrace aging as a time of continued growth, learning, and contribution; and
WHEREAS, older adults are entrepreneurs, volunteers, educators, caregivers, public servants, and lifelong learners. From community leaders and local advocates, such as the Maplewood Senior Advisory Committee, to global influencers, older Americans shape every level of society; and
WHEREAS, the way we talk about aging matters. Language like “still working” or “still driving” may unintentionally reinforce ageist assumptions. In Maplewood, we strive to reframe the narrative by recognizing ability over assumption and potential over limitation; and
WHEREAS, this month, we invite our residents to reflect on how they can help “flip the script” by celebrating older adults who are learning new skills, sharing their stories, engaging in civic life, and promoting intergenerational connection; and
WHEREAS, in the Township of Maplewood, we recognize that older adults have built the foundation of our present, and we are committed to policies and programs that promote inclusion, equity, health, and access for people of all ages. Our values of diversity, community, and acceptance must include honoring the contributions of older generations and ensuring they remain active participants in our shared future;
[bookmark: _GoBack]NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Nancy Adams, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Township Committee, do hereby proclaim May 2025 as Older Americans Month in the Township of Maplewood. We call upon all residents to join us in honoring the strength, wisdom, and resilience of our older adults, and to help “Flip the Script on Aging” by challenging stereotypes, embracing growth at every age, and fostering a community where everyone can thrive.
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