



Proclamation
Native American Heritage Month and Native American Heritage Day
	WHEREAS, November is recognized as National Native American Heritage Month, a time to celebrate the rich and diverse cultures, traditions, and histories of Indigenous peoples, and to acknowledge their significant contributions to the building and strengthening of our communities and nation; and
WHEREAS, the Township of Maplewood acknowledges that it is located on the ancestral land of the Nanticoke-Lenape (NAN-tih-koke LEH-nah-pay) Tribal Nation, whose presence in this region extends back more than 10,000 years; and
WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey officially recognized the Nanticoke Lenni-Lenape (NAN-tih-koke LEH-nee LEH-nah-pay) Tribe in 1982, and the Tribe continues to thrive today as a living community preserving its heritage, sovereignty, and traditions; and
WHEREAS, Indigenous Peoples’ Month serves as an opportunity to honor the sovereignty of Tribal Nations, reflect on the injustices Indigenous communities have faced, and commit to meaningful partnerships that advance equity, understanding, and respect.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that I, Nancy Adams, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, do hereby recognize November 2025 as Indigenous Peoples’ Month in Maplewood and encourage all residents to honor and celebrate the enduring strength, culture, and heritage of Indigenous peoples; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that to honor this history and uplift Indigenous voices, the Township of Maplewood encourages residents to learn more about the Nanticoke-Lenape people by visiting nanticoke-lenape.info, where the free e-book We Are Still Here offers insight into their past, present, and ongoing contributions.
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