






PROCLAMATION NATIONAL COMING OUT DAY
WHEREAS, National Coming Out Day, observed each year on October 11, affirms visibility and awareness for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, asexual, and other LGBTQIA+ identities; and
WHEREAS, first celebrated in 1988 to mark the National March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights, it has grown into an international day of affirmation; and
WHEREAS, “coming out”—publicly acknowledging one’s identity—has long been a significant and empowering step for many, while advocates also highlight “inviting in,” which emphasizes trust, agency, and choosing when and with whom to share one’s truth; and
WHEREAS, both “coming out” and “inviting in” reflect the courage, authenticity, and resilience of LGBTQIA+ people, especially youth who may face bullying or discrimination, underscoring the need for supportive families, schools, and communities; and
WHEREAS, the Township of Maplewood reaffirms its commitment to inclusion, dignity, and respect for all people.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Nancy Adams, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, do hereby proclaim October 11, 2025, as National Coming Out Day in the Township of Maplewood, honoring the courage of LGBTQIA+ individuals who come out and those who invite others in.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that residents seeking support or resources may turn to organizations including The Trevor Project (thetrevorproject.org), GLSEN (glsen.org), Garden State Equality (gardenstateequality.org), and the Human Rights Campaign (hrc.org), which provide vital education, advocacy, and assistance for LGBTQIA+ individuals, families, and allies.
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