



Proclamation
Muslim Heritage Month
WHEREAS, in 2023, Governor Phil Murphy designated January of each year as Muslim Heritage Month; and
WHEREAS, Muslims are the world's second-largest religious group practicing the Islamic faith. With 1.9 billion followers representing approximately twenty-five percent of the world's population. There are about 3.45 million Muslims in the United States from diverse racial and ethnic backgrounds and in New Jersey, there are nearly three hundred thousand Muslim Americans, representing one of the largest Muslim American communities in the country; and
WHEREAS, Muslims have made significant contributions throughout history, including notable achievements in philosophy, mathematics, chemistry, physics, astronomy, medicine, music, architecture, literature, and the arts. Their philanthropy, humanitarianism, civic responsibility, and culture help to enrich the United States socially, economically, and historically; and
WHEREAS, Maplewood has long embraced values of diversity, community, and inclusion, which align with the wisdom of the Quran that says, "What is the reward of goodness, but goodness?" These embedded and shared values inspire us to foster understanding, build connections, and offer help in times of need; and
WHEREAS, while we celebrate the achievements of Muslim Americans, we must also acknowledge the diverse journeys many Muslim Americans have taken to the United States, including those brought forcibly through the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade, and those who immigrated for education, opportunities, or safety. These histories are marked by both hardship and resilience, and we honor their stories;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, I, Victor De Luca, Mayor of the Township of Maplewood, on behalf of the Maplewood Township Committee, officially recognize and dedicate the month of January as Muslim Heritage Month. While this proclamation highlights the significance of Muslim culture and contributions, we acknowledge that the richness of Muslim heritage cannot be fully captured in one month or one declaration. We encourage you to engage with Muslim heritage year-round—through learning, participation in community events, and embracing a culture that has often been underrepresented and misrepresented, despite its profound impact on the world.
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